
















| Blin of my Werks tht Till Rev, Re 

ms ‘Then ne heenquires into the Reafon that n : 

Influenge eeaPubtic in behalf of his Works #. 
‘ oT va d . i 


He-afterwards Examines the Nature of tho _ 








Graces and Delicacies which are neceffary to res 
‘commend aWork of Wit, sNow,ifany Manasks  — 
«me, Whar this lenefsand this Salis?” 
“6 L. Anfwer, That it isa Fe me /eay quoy, which © 
« may be better conceiv’d than defcrib’d. But 
‘yet in my Opinion, it principally confilts in’ 4 
- “offering nothing to the Reader but true — 
© Thoughts and juft Expreffions. The Mind — 


_ $of Man is naturally fall of an infinite Num- > 
€ ber of confus’d Ideas of Trath, which he 
- © oftentimes perceives but by Halves ; and no- 
‘ shing pleafes him more, than when any of © 
* thefe Ideas are prefented to him weil illu. — 
* -ftrated and fet in a good Light. Whatisa 
~\¢ New, Brillant, Extraordinary Thought? Iris 
* not, as Ignorang.-perfudde themfeives, a ~ 
+ ¢ Thought which no Body ever had, nor was © 
‘likely to have had. But on the Contrary, a 
| © Thought which every Body might have had, | 
* and which fome one ‘Bethink$ himfelf of exe — 
* preffing the firft, cc. **. es 
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~» Monfieur tux afverwards gives am: 
count of this new Ednien ; and laitly Anfwers 
oe. Notwithtending rhe ; ah uni nd 
wenty Times given,ftill look’a 
wy, the Railleries be had made on 4 ot mar al 
era Authors, and who reported, t 
a the Faults of thofe Authors he. bed on the 
k: ice to thew good Qualities ; he Anfwersthem, . 
bE: fay, by repeating the ords he had before 
hs'd upon that Uccafion in the _ to bis wo” 
: faprerecding Edstions. 
i While this Edition was preparing. for the 4 
re Public, Monficur Boivin, the King’s eect 

». Keeper, communicated to Monfieur De/preanx. 
fome Obfervations he had made upon the dla 

© Manafcript of Longinss, which is in that Lis - 

| brary, and is an Original with Refpe& to all 
the other. Manafcripts of that Author that are 
at this Day to be found.. He ‘added: therero 

“~ fome very curious Remarks upon the he famous ~ 
- Ode-of Sappho, Which Logginus hath “preferv’d, 

- and which is feen in this Manufcript more ; 
Correct than inany other. Thefe Obfervations “ 
of Monfieur Boivim were fo highl fing to 
Monticur Defpreawx, that he defir'd adie Gacy might — 
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. ‘sbe Printed in his Book next to thofe of Mon- 
“feur Dacier ; as we are inform’d in the 
Advert ifement that precedes thems Whilft ages 
Monfiewr Soiyia; — 


‘ Adver- 
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G ‘Nates were Printing, 













‘man, and ae ly "hill in wr afte, 
a ag ei very judictoms 
> Remar} henpad itkewife made “pon Longinus — 
 eeeeiine old Manufeript which remains. Cae 
famous Library, and Monfieur le{preauy 
was of Opinion the Public might be pleas'd with fees, 


og chon i Cn sctat Dacier’s. é 
; ‘The mot renfarkable Piece im this New Bid 4 
tion is the Letter which Monfieur 44x 
wrote to Monfieur Perraw(t after their Recon. 
ciliation; it contains feveral very curious Par. | 
_. ticulars,- and. well deferves that I fhould ae) 
' ~fome Notice of it here. He tells bim Fir 
That fince the Public had been. inform'd of their 
Quarrel, it was iikewife fit they fbould be pe | 
ted with their Reconciliation, and that they were | 
become very Friends, He adds, That their 
Difexre mas fearce at an End, but Monjieur Per i 
‘\ mnt him his Works, as ‘be himfelt bad dene 
thet Mn. he ol and ane pore | 
+» fhamding thofemutual Crvilisses they itth.a 
N. each 3a fame Sentiments as iver: 5 that isto” 
fay, Monfiewr Perrault in a firm Refolution not fo 
have over much Esteem esther for Homer or. Vir-| 
. gil, amd Monfiewr Detpreaux, their comjians inet 


Be 


~F 


Sip aa 


+ . 


_ laate Admirer. 2 i 

eS me A Ee Fd om 

-« Monfeur. Dapraes vasx afverwards asks Mane : 

eS Bou Prrauls ‘hat it was that could foseap fee " 4 
be p) 
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‘ br a Pe ey ae Antig: wiiaind: edie: Ye 
pear, ‘that it could not the want ea 
m France Yo a7 good Modern ge 

Pe have reader’d to thofe AVri 
‘ho a he Names the greareft Part,vall 

ythey deferv’d. Your felf, Sir, for tener, 
whe, Can you c any Injuftice - 
‘he "Dialogue of lget ~ and Leeodthins fhip; 
~ Poem upon Paintings Epifile to Mons 
‘de la Quihtinie , phe my other esxcel- ~ 
tent Pieces of your Compofing ? He Kkewife ae 
‘That it could not proceed from any fear. 
¢ Moderns fbould {poit themfelves by Jestanitp 
| me Ancients ; fince on the contra was to 
\ this very Imitation thar Corneille, Races and 
| Motes, on'd the Succe/s of their Writings. 


; “i hatesttierefore believes, That this Heat ad 
: “Animofity of his — the Ancients might 
~ in all Probabili occafion’d: .‘ by Meeting 
ME © with fome of thofe Sophifts, who Study more 
4 * to enrich their Memories than thei Minds, 
_ © and who having neither Wit,. Judgment, ‘nor 
© afte, elteem the Ancients only becaufe they 
igs Bes ts; who-think that Reafon can’t 
4 "aes any ‘other Language than Greek or 
4 im, and condemn at. firtt Sight. all-thatis 
Se writ ‘writ in nied Modern Vongue, merely becaule) _ 
eae had difgutted hi againft admi- 
abe ity oP 

a ‘og wiles + 48 wondertulin the ema e 
RY . 
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‘great’ ; ee 

| their Glory ta the Approbation of fome ne sities " 
, esa or truly Learned; but to & comm ~ 
ana unanimous Admiration exprefsd by tBe — 
Men of Senfe and Tafte in all Ages, antong wliom, 
fays he, were more than. ome Alexander or one — 
_ Cefar. - Sor FS 


“\Monfieur De/preaux afterwards fhews, That ~ 
Monfieur Perrau/: and himfelf did not differ | 
fo much in Opinion as fome People mightima+ — 
gine. Your Defign, fays he, # to few that as © 
to the Knowledge, efpecially of the fine Arts, amh — 
the Bellies Letcres, our Age, or, to {peak better, © 
thet of-Lowrs THE GREAT, # wor only — 
comparable, but fuperior to all the moft famous 4 4 
of Antiquity, and even totrhat of Auguttus, Tow ~ 
will then be furpriz’d, adds he, when I tell you, 
\ That.as to that particular, 1 am entirely of your — 
Opinion; and in-cale my Bafinefs or I ties 
wou'd give ‘re leav?, I won'd joyn with you in | 
\ the Proofs of ‘it. , + ag 


« He, however, tells him, That be fhonw'd — 
make ufe of different Arguments, and take {uch — 
. Precautions and Meafures as he had not done >” 
“Phat he fhon’d not oppofe, tke Monfiewr Per 
 ‘vaule, ther own Nation and Age alone to 
u ei ovber Nations and Ages together; kee 
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ong the Ancitnts de not 


















them Taw oy math milan, ads he, fT 
” cannot e that the Advantage sspaltogether om 
"3 St Monficur De/preaux sidrwats es 
- a@ Example of the Method he. wou’d ood beets 
_ inthis Examination, when be fhou’d come to the 
~ Age of Auguitus ; after which, he adds, That. 
A ‘ ing vremain’d to confirer ther Reconciliation, 
) and prevent all further Difputes between them, but 
_ thar they fhould endeavour eaeh to cure his 
own Railings. 


Fad Bhis, Sir, continues he, is what I was ve- 
4 $ ty defirous the Public fhould know; and to ~ 
E them thoroughly of it, 1 do my felf 
_* the Honour to write you this ‘Letter, whieh 
F © Lintend to Publith in the new Edition of my 
» & Works. I wou'd willingly have fupprefs’d 
- (fome few Railleries, a httle too Sharp, which 
Be wnwarily fell from me in my Reflexions supe 
‘ pew aap but I thought fuch a Defign” aloe 
Fruitlefs, confidering the Two former 
s were abroad; to which, and fome 
‘ —— Editions that: ‘might be publifhd, 
* ‘People wou’d undoubtedly have Snore 
_* I thought, then, the beft Way for me wast 
_*fatisfie you here, as I have already done, ol 
| $ the real Sentiments I nate Se you. I hope 
_ * -you-will be pleas’d with | re, and 
pat you will nor be iberty — 





























emo wrote to “you concerning why 
‘ hy Satire, ha Ry — 


eo fee, . this tier ‘Shy what Mois: 
’s Thoughts were upon the ie 
0 pute about the Ancients and 
and the Opinion he had of Monfieur Per~ — 
vault. But do yout admire the frank Con- 
eine aes That the Vesxation it gave bim 
£0 fee himfelf reflected upom in Mopfiewr Pertault’s — 
Dilloweet i him hy fome Tse s that Wad — 
better mever been faid. Such a Confeifion cou’d 
proceed from nothing bit a Gentleman, and is 
perfectly worthy of Monfieut De/preaux. 
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“eYou are not to be inform’d, Sir, That for 
théefe laft Forty Years, the Jefuies in Fradee 
have with great Induftry apply’d themfelves*to ~ 
the Study of the Sciences and polite Literature; 
e likewife cultivated their Language ; 
as Succefs, that nmany of their <4 
imay now ferve. for Standards ; whereas = 
» mierly they were written in fo barbarous a Man- 
fer, ‘ibe their Antagonifts us’d to make it a” 
ey van Topick, to turn them into Ridicule. — 


y as the beft Things are not eel 
Envious and Sullen Lempers, “They, 
Cree eee tape to thefe wen 
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ley that Spurs thefe good Fethers on to att 
3 and not, the Love of Learning, or the 
yw of the Public. They are litrle con- 


“ther, Ignorance and Barbarifm prevail, pro- 
“i cot enlarge their fusions, and 
attain at length to be Matfters. For we fee 
_ * them equally make ufe of thefe two Methods 
a © as contrary as they are, in Hopes that.oneo 
** them at leait will ‘é 
© atthe fame time, deftroy all the Monuments 
£o bggioes Antiquity, and clear up. whatever 
is obicurein Hiftory or Chronology ; decry th 
* Study of Cricicifm, and yet comment upon, or 
i$ ine the Ancient Authors both Ecclefiafti- 
"© eal and Profane, according to the Rests of 
‘that very Art they fo much condemn ;.re- 
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* vive Legends and fuperannuared Fictions, 
* and. queition Maxims which no Man ¢- 


a 








doubted of; declare, for drifforle’s Phi- 
» and. affent 0 ever covery 
by the Moderns’ in the Sciences 2 
ble Arts, And all this, purely to. ta 
vabfluce Role, and Univeral Donia 






and Civil. It is, /ay they, a. Defire-of 


cceed. Thus, we fee them, | 
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© £:cern’d, whether the Sciences flourifh, or whe- . 
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5 gomme nevall other Miffionaries,’ "They 
Pi d vench Tongue, only. out-of Bn 
¢ ae “Bee rae whofe Wr 
‘ oe were admir’d thro t France. ye 
*contizue their’ Accufers a 8 feveral ioe b 
“which they.from Time to Time publith’dywor 
es ‘.feeming to. them the moit commodious or - 
‘read Way ta fpread their Merit through the d 
d, they refolv’d at the beginning of this — 
$ = open to publifh a Monthly Journal,wheres — 
fin their Works might be proclaim’d and pom. 
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cs fly founded forth, and wherein they m 
sant fhort Difcourtes, to fhew, there waned 
. © Art, Science, or Language, they were Igno- — 
‘sant of, or wherein they had not-made ae 
fconfiderable Difeoveries; which,ogetherwith | 
‘their unfair Judgment of all.ocher Writers,as — 

* well/Catholicas Proteltant, wou’d not faikeo — 

SJeave™in che Minds of the Readers a high Idea. 
“ofthe profound. Knowledge and mc 
Ss fumaty Merit of siphon ae Ranier ys hs hf 

if pe rae ; 

et Bin a the: uogenecous. MotivesaG 
petal the. Bnemies;of the Jefuits,.to.the — 
ye ot) thofe Good. Fathers, — 
‘their Diftance from us fectires us from 
a wwe are_nor_pofleis’d with | 
* "that Hatred and: Prejudice again re a 
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ks ; and particularly from the Memoirs 
yaad of the Beirne and tee be Arts 5 ‘oun 
y have Modeftly intitul’d their Jousnal, 
which is: Printed at Trevoax, a little Town 
~ within the Sovereignty of Dombes* : It mutt, 
| however, be own’d, That this Monthly Perfor. 
mance wou'd be more -gencrally efteem’d , 
"if they ‘were Nicer in chufing the: Me. 
| mMoirs they infert in it ; it-it had fewer 
~ Monkith Inveétives againft the Proteftahts; 
| and if the Criticifins they  fometimes® make 
. | Modern Authors, did not look as if they 
» rather proceeded trom fome perfonal Animofity, 
than a too refin’d and delicate Tafte. 


§ “For thus, “as ’tis generally believ 4, sey 

peo with refpe& to Monficur De/preaax, in” 
one of their Journals for the Year 1704. They” 

» feem’d to Cenfure his Works, only by way of 7 

Be for his RefleCting upon their Brethren 

~ fomuch as he did, in his Epifle om the Love of 


© God. What furnith’d them, Sir, witha Han- / 
_ dle, was this. A Bookfclier of Am ha- 


— im1701. an Edition of Monfieur 
*s Works, tom were ected we 
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itlemen, under Pretence of giving an 
"count thereof: in their Journal, reprefented — 
_ *Monfieur Defpreaux as a Copier, or rarher a 
Plagiary, who ow’d his wholé Reputation and: ; 
‘. Merit to the Nobleft Paffages of the Ancients, — 
which he had transferr’d into his Works ; and — 
. efdeavour’d to give a ridiculous Turn to the | 
Preface of the lait Edition of his Works before- 
mention’d. As ’tis likely you have not feen — 
+ this Article of their Memos, you will pleafe, 
Sir, to give mo leave to infert it here at full 
length. 
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b. «£The New Edition of Monfieur De/preanx’s 
» § Works, which is lately come to our Hands, . 
4 « feems to sig thefe Gentlemen, remarkable” 
4 “enough to be taken Notice of. At the Bot- 
- 4tom of the Pages there are feen the Verfes of 
|. @the Latiz Poets which he has transferr’d into” 
_ © his Works.. Others, may by this Means learn, © 
>.‘ from thatGreat Poet, the Prime Satyrift of 
. ‘our Titne, how to imitate tht Beauties of the 
_ ‘Ancients, and tq inrprove them to sheir own 
> ng and Reputation ; not to mention 
r*'* the Pleaiyre there is in Comparing the bor-— 
~ *vow’d Places with thofe fromm whence they 
‘taken, and in Diftovering every where 

9g.more Cutting in one than vother, | 
is likewife AdvantaBeous to 
fieur Defpreaux in another Retpect. “Ir- 
y juftifies his fing with the Ancients, , 
3 sha 



















ver this Volume, will find the Pa 
or lefS abounding.with sméitated I tis i‘ 
is, according as Montage CAUx'’S 
| Pieces. were gencrally more of f5 “f oe n’d. 
For Example, In his Art of Poetry, by which 
e kas got fo great a Reputation, here is 
Printed a tull fourth Part of Horace’s Art of 
‘Poetry upon the fame Subje@, fo far as con- 
cerns the General Rules of Poetry: And yer . 
Ihave fecn a Preface to fome of Monfieur 
Defpreaux’s Editions, where he affirms, He ~ 
borrow’d no more than rey! Verfes from — 
Horace : Bur the Others, by long Acquain- — 
nce, might become as it were his own © 




















| 
oughts, without his perceiving it... Several 4 
ges are likewife cramm’d with Latin Verfes 
ithe Bighth Satire, Again/t Mam; in che Ninth, ©) 


where the Author {peaks to his Muje ; and in » 


the Fifth upon Trve Nobility, wherein is feea — 
i ; 08 Series of Fuveral’s Vertes tranflat ie 
“almott Verbatim; and yet fo happily: turn’d, — 
; te ‘ " ; Z ° S i 7 ey | 
and with fo much Gepius, that "tis cert 

ere are no finer Paflages in all Monfieur « 
e/preaux’s Wotks. - es of 






















 *There are likewife contain’d in this 
 €tion, two ingenious Pieces, but of whic 
* cannot certainly fay, that Monficur De/pre 
«was the Author, fince he did not publifh them 
“ himfelf in his la(t ColleGtion to which he put | 
‘his Name. The firitis a Parodie of fome buf " 
¢ fages of the Cid, which is a very fharp Criti- 
cif upon Chapelain, Caffargne, and la Serre, 
‘drawn into Scenes. *As for this Parodie, we 
“are affur’d from the Authority of the fecond 
- Edition of theeMenagiana, that ’cwas made on 
©Pufpofe to divert the late Monfieur de La- 
© moionon. ‘The fecond Piece is a Petition in | 
*Profe in Favour of Ariftorle, wherein is fools — 
_ Sifbly ridiculed the blind Adherence of the — 
» © Univerfity of Paris, to the true or pretended | 
»* Dotrine of that Philofopher. We have, in- 
| © deed, in the laft Pars Edition, the Decree — 
- © that was made upon that Petition, and which — 
* is written in a no lefs Merry but much more 
™ ‘ delicate Style: But as for the Petition ir felf, 
_ “it is not inferted in that Edition. ind 
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“© ©The Public may perhaps take it well of us, — 
+ “at leaft they in Holand, tor Pointing out the — 
- whole eeeercnce shes ews = — thefe 
two Editions publifh’d in the fame Year, (1701) — 
| bpipett co the feveral Things ther at 
vd. We have jult now taken Notice of — 
fz which are in the Dutch Edition, and — 
ed in that of Paris; and now we fhall 
= 5! ke * . : ve 
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ean Account. of what are in 

sion, and omitted in that of Holland, — 
3 of Befides the Name of Monfieur Defpreau 4 
F € Printed here at full length, there is a v 
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€ remarkable Preface of.the Author’s, by whic 
‘the feems to fet the Seal to all the preceding 
4 aa which he has made of his Works; 
~ *being, as he fays himfelf, Sixty three Years 
~ “of Age, and deprefs’d with many Infirmities. 
_ 4“ And therefore he takes his Leave of the Public 
4 * jnForm ; and to avoid the moft monftrous of all 
= + Vices, sa a he thanks the /ame Public 
for their Goodne/s in fo often purchafing Pseces 
«8 fo little worthy of their Admiration. Having 
_ © this Preface before us, we cannot avoid tran- 
 *feribing here, fome particular Places, which * 
' £ made an Impreffion upon us. Among otbers,. 
_ §wethink nothing more Witty than what the 
-* Author fays, when he endeavours to explain 
| “wherein the Agreeablenefs and Salt of any 
© excellent Work of Wit confifts. , 








NS 
a “Ir confilts, fays he, in Trae Thoughts and | 
~ S jaf ee The Mind of Man, adds Mon, ‘ 
_ * fieur Defpreaux, is naturally full of an infinite + 
© Number of confas'd Ideas of ‘Truth, which be 
ay aire perceives but by Halves; and nothing 
A es 
as Pr 


th 











him more, than when any of thefé\ Tdeas — 
ented to himiwell Illuftrated and fet im 
300d Light. Upon which he produces 2: 
imple in the Saying of Lewis XI 













a not the Injuries done to a De of Orleans, 
Spe ©To fhew on the contrary, how cold and’ 
‘ Puerile a falfe Thought is, he brings feveral — 
Examples: The firft is out of Theophile : 


* Ah! Coward Blade, which Drank, before his 
. Time, t. 


It’s Mafter’s Blood; smd Blufbes at the Crime. . 


+44 


ke ‘The Second is the Autbor’s owa, which 
pe * he, it feems, made Choice of, on purpofe to 


© “make the Character of the Firft more ob- © 
‘vious. Ad the Ice of the North pat together, 
~ ‘is mot, in my Opinion, more Frigid than this — 
Mg © Thought. ; 
'~ *Monfieur Defpreaux concludes this Article 
.. ‘With telling us, That he cou’d fay’ a great 
© deal more upon the Subject, enough to fila 
(‘a darge Volume ; but he thinks this /uficient 
im ‘ to teftifie to “i ne oh men ie 
© S$ high Opinion he bas of their Taste * 
tse > ges thefe repeated Compliments and — 
¢ Civilities, the Public wou’d “be very: rude — 
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pie ici des his age. ee the Pieces which 
Ps jn the late Paris Edition, and not in thar of | 
© Amfterdam , ave. 1. A Satire upon Falfe ~ 
y ~~ * Honour, addrefs'd to Monfieur de Valincour. 
© 9. Several Trifles which the Author wrote iz 
© bis Tourh, but Which he has corrected a little 
* to render "em the more tolerable to the Reader. 
rd 3 A Letter to Monficur Perrault, concern- 
~ * ing their Reconciliation. 4. A Letter. writ- 
* ten by the famous Monfieur Arzauld to Mon; 
/ © fieur Perrault, wherein he makes an Apology 
4 * for the Xth Satire againft ‘Women. Mon- 
OS fieur De/preavx does not doubt that the Pre- 
& fent, he makes to the Public, of this Letter, 
€ will be very acceptable : And indeed, it is a 
frtrue Prefent and a perfe Bounty, for the 4 
= © Public cou’d not expect the Author fhou’d 
ive Pa a Letter which was not writteh to" 






_ The Author of this Extra& does not Study , 
fee,Sir,)ro perform the Duty of an Impartial 

5 Journalift or Hiftorian: He fers himéelt, up a 

rc “Public Cenfor, and a declai’d Enemy. of Mon- — 
 fieur eaux. He difguifes his Words, he , 

_ afcribes Things to him which he does not fay; _ 

| and changes his Expreffions to make them ca- 

as pable either of a talfe or ridiculous | 

_ All chis wou'd furnifh Matter for a large : ‘ 

F ee but which cannot eee withipithes 

- compafs of thefeMemoirs. Befides,if we cc 
 Monfeu vac wages General Preface: 
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hat his Criticifm is mixe with too much 
fion and Il] Nature, pee : 
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— { fhall conrent my felf, Sir, with giving you” 
“Two or Three EXamples of this Author’s un- © 
F reafonable Prejudice, and relate them as’ ; 
* hey Offer, without confining Mmy felf ta — 
e Order. : 


oi te 


After having laid down as a Maxim, That . 
» in tgraing ovef this Durch Edition i will 68. 
i found the Pages are more or be{s craw d with imis © 


fi pated Latin Verfes, according as Monfieur Defs. 
U > préaux’s Pieces were generally more or les pecans 
he afterwards obferves, ‘hat shere are but Two” 
or Three to be found in his kpifile upom the Love” 
| | of God. He might jultly have added, That ~ 


thé Two fingle Veries of Hurace, quoted by - 
the Datch Editor upon that Epiftle, have but a 
= very'remote Relation, or rather none at all,” 
_. «with the Subject which Monficur D+/preawx is.’ 
' there treating of ; and from thence he migh 3 
ng to. the-Maxim he had laid down, ~ 
€ more certainly, That she Epifile. 4 
¢ Loveof God was Une of thofe Pieces. obich 
ele(sefteem’d. But how comes cur Journa~ 
}mot to perceive he lay open to this Obje~ 
That *’tis no wonder Horace, Fuvenal, 
w anyother Ancient Latim Poer never writ 
any Thing againt Falfe Attrition, tinge 
r Time there iat loofe Cafuilts w 
“Se 4... 
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i Beate bg Bay fh 4 yy 
vith | Obligation to love God? But thi 
ftle on the Love of God was what he — 
; icipally aim’d at: This was the real Caufe - 
of his Animofity againft Menficur Defpreanx ; - 
ind there was a Neceflity for finding out fome 
retence to run it down. q 
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“Monfieur De/preaux thought this fo Merry 
Criticifm, that he made it the Subje& of an * 
» Epigram. It is as follows. We {peaks to the 
_ Jourualifts. a 

; Won, pour montrer que Dieu doit etre aime de nous, 


Je n'ai rien emprunte de Perfe ni d? Horace, 


2, Fe noid os: 
Ee je wai point fuivi Fuvenal a la trace: 
Ee Peak 


i bien qu'en leurs Ecrits ces Auteurs, mieux que Vous, 









La neceffite Paimer Dieu — wie 







| trouve jamais prechee en\ducun liew, “Si ai oe cd 
oe ee es Sen 
Mes Peres, won plus quien vos Livres, © 
" Biers oer 30 y 3 we ; 7 


When 1 undertook to Prove, : : 
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. From Fuvenal I< | not fteal, 
"Nor follow'd Horace at the Heel 
. For tho” the Vices that controul, 
- And lord it o’er the Human Soul, 
Are rally’d with more Senfe and Wit 


_ By Them, in ev'ry Poinant Sheet 
Than in whatever You have writ ; 

" ‘The Love which to our GOD is due, 
Is tfo more Preach’d by Them than Tou. 


Our Cenfor is no lefs Satyrical on Mon- ~ 
fieur Defpreawx’s Art of Poetry. In his Art 
Poetry, fays he, by which be bas got fo much R 
putation, efpectally with Refpect to the General 
Rules of Poetry ; we fee Printed a full fourth 

Part of Horace’s Art of Poetry upon the fa 

Subjett. And yet I have feen, continues he 

a Preface to fome of Monfiexr Defpreaux’s Edi- 
~ tions, wherein he affirms he took no more than Forty 

et out of ace, ec. To make a righ 

Judgment of this” Criticifm, we muft firft 
* all confider, That the Queftion here does not” 

turn upon the Conformity there may be be~ — 

tween the Verfes of Monfieur Defpreaux and — 
“ghofe of Horace, in Relation to certain Maxims 


. 


of good Senfe which may naturally offer them-_ 
_ {elves to the Mind of any Writer, who is, — 
_ attentive and judicious. To take it by 
~ Handle, there is no Author that may not 
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4 ‘or . y) ’ 
eats upon Sehd Gaon SubjeG ; fince it 
bly happen but that a great Number 
al Maxims wil! be equally found in both — 
them. The Datch Edicor ought to have no 
d to this Kind of Conformity. He was. 
aly to quote the Latin Verfes, which, it mani- 
ly appear’d to him, Monfieur De/preawx had 
View, and which he had only tranflared as it 
ere into French. Yet this was what he did | 
t obferve ; as it were ealie to fhew if it were 
ceffary. But fuppofing all the Latin Verfes — 
ch he has taken out of JJorace’s Art of Poe- | 
twere imitated by Monfieur De/pxeaax in 
§ the Senfe of the Journalift; ir is not however 

“true, ashe pretends, that thefe imitated Verfes 

a .a full fourth Part of the Art of Poetry, 
Vand he that 1s ever fo little acquainted with 
“Arithmetic may convince himfelf of it,*. : 
© As to what he adds about bis feeing 2 
Preface to fome of Monfieur Defpreaux’s Works, _ 
wherein he affirms, “he took but Kprty Verfes out of — 
"Horace; I have given chat Senta already}, 
and you have feen, Sir, That Monfieur De/- | 
only fays, That in his Work, which con- 
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Sifts of 00 Verfes, there are, not apove §0, or 
molt 60 imitated from Horace. -There’sa great 
deal of Difference betwixt Forty and Saxeps 
and after all, Montfieur De/preaux, I how'd 
think, ought fooner to be credited than che 
Journalift, who plainly declares himfelf. his” 
Enemy, and whofe Paffion muft needs magnifie” 
the Objeét. Bur let us admit, that chere is im” 
Monfieur De/oreaux’s Art of Poetry, afull fourth q 
_ Part taken out of Horace, that is to fay, 1197 
Verfes ; fince Monfieur De/preaux’s Work cons” 
taips 1100, there will itill remain, upon thag % 
Foot, very near a 1000 which he has not imi-" 
tated from that Ancient Poet. i 
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Our Cenfor’s Intention is to reprefent Mone” 
fieur De/preaux as a Perfon of no extraordinas 
ry Genius, burt has trickingly adorn’d himfelt 
with the Merit and Reputation of the Ancients 7 
whom he has Copy’d. After having faid, there 
are feen at the Bottom of the Pages in they 
Dutch Edition, the Verfes out of the Latin Potts 
which Monfieun, De/preaux “has transferP’d into 
bis Works, he adds, That by this Means. other 

: may Learn to imitate the moft beautiful Paffage 
the Ancients, and improve them to their ¢ 

- Advantage and Reputation. *Bur if this Cr 
. ,cifm were Juft, it wou’d fall no lef u 
Virgil than Monfieur De/preawx. For Vi 
every one knows, has imitated Theocritus in his 
~ Eclogues, and Homer in his Aineid. — Fulving 
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shas giyen us a Colleétion of the" E 
which that illuftrious Author has imitated from — 
“th Greek Poets, and transferr'd into his Works : 
"And yet no Body ever took it in-their Heads to 
‘conclude from thence,that,Orhers may Learn after. 
tthe Example of this great Poet to imitate the finest 
ages of the Ancients, and to improve them to - 
ir own Advantage and Reputation, &c. And the 
Reafon is, becaufe,tho’ Virgil did transfer into his 
Works feveral Places out*of Homer and The- 
peritus, yet the Sub{tance of thefe fame Works, 
that is to fay the Argument, the Plan, the 
Turn, the DiGion, cc. being a Fund of fis 
own, he has a Right to Challenge thefe Pieces 
entirely as his own, fince he furnifh’d the Prin- 
ipal Part of them, and borrow’d nothing from 
another but what was Acceffory. We may fay 
the fame with Refpett to Monfieur De/preauxy 
he has made ufe of the Ancients, it is true: 
But if we compare his Works with theirs, even 
mthofe Places, which one wou’d take for bare 
“Imirations, we fhall foon difcover, that the 
conomy, the Turn, and the fixpreffion, be-. 
Bs properly to him, and canfequently ghey 
be look’d upon as his own. proper 
for Example, has given a Defcription 
ridiculous Collation in one of his Satires * + 
Wieur Defpreaux has imitated him in 
he thar ever fo little examines 
. . 


















































Sphis Seca, That an ingenuous At ath Of, 
~ and one of our Journalift’s own Fraternity, who 
has given us a very valuable Tranflation + 
Horace, acknowledg’d it with refpec&t to 
ther Paflage of that Poet: For after. havin 
tranflated thefe Four laft Verfes ot the Bpiltie 

* 10 Anguftus : . 


We rubeam pingui donatus munere, & una 
Cum Scriptore meo, capfa porrettus aperta, 

' Deferar in Vicum veldentem Thus & Odores, : 
Et piper, © quidquid chartis amicitur imeptis: 


in thefe Words : I howd Blufh at ut 
Prefent, and to fee the Hero of a Poem, * 
ther with-bis Poet, lying at the:r full length, 
fome: old Trunk-without a Lock, to be ¢ 
to the Grocers-ftreet, where dull aki 
Pueces ferve to wrap up Pepper, Frankincenfe 
Sufuce, &e, ae adie, Thi is what } 
* fieur De/preanx has fo happily and on 3 
«Ty expe fo many different Way 
Bi tg!  Verfes altogether new, and which 
F wnete ® a ore time,’ 
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he Caudebec jen ai i ie la Preface. | 


“Er j'ai tout Pelletier 






o mon Office en Cornets de Paper. 


And in the Second Canto of his Art of 
etry, {peaking of Sonnets : . 


‘Le spe auffi peu lus que ceux de Pelletier, 
a Na fait de chez Sercy quun faut chez UEpicier. 
Pop 





~ “Here we have Wrappers of all Sorts, fmall 
d great, and the Grocer that makes them 
up his is neither Copying nor Imicating, 
‘ bi E Greating *, : 


:— 
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That Anfwer do you think, Sir, cou’d thefe 
furers of Monficur Defpreanx make to a 
rfon who fhou'dTalk to them in this Manner, 
ou endeavour, Gentlemen, to leffen the Value © , 

onfieur De/preaux’s Works, under Pre- — 
, that they are only Imitations, which * 
ford at Waa a borrow’d Merit an | 
rion : = ct Ts fi 
to. initare the neft eee 























You taste: as well as he, the Verfes of | 
¢ sy fe Poets, which, you fay, he has only” 
‘ Copy’d ; transfer shoe into your Works = 
© imitate the moit beautsful Paffe ages of thefe 
* Ancients ; make Ufe of them ; take jour 
‘ Advantage of them; and we Shall fee, whe 
~ © ther, by this Means, you will be able zo gait 

* jour felvesme Reputation and a Merit — 
"© to that of Monfieur Dej/preaux ? 
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But this is enough to fhew how little Exaf 
nefs and Solidity thgyesis in the Cenfure © 
the Journalitts of Trevowx. Monfieur D 
preaux no fooner read it, but he addrefs’d t 
them the following Epigram : 
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Mes Reverens Peres en Dieu, 


Et mes Confreres en Satire, 








Dans vos Ecrits en pius d'un liew 
ee Dois qua mes depends vous affettex de rire; 
Mais me craignex vous pas que pour rire de Vout, < 
| Relifant Fuvenal, refeuilletant Horace 
} sere encor ma Satirique audace? 
| Grands Ariftarques de Trevoux 





; Paina un Mot de Regnier 
| Notre celebre devancier ; 


““ Corfaires attaquant Corfaires 
9 aye 
Le. Ne font pas, dit il, leug Affasres. 


& ie -- 
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‘atbers in God, whom I revere ! ° 


4 Bat as to Satire, Brethren dear ! 
You lately have vouchfat'd%o thow 
: Yew Strength of Wit on poor Boileau. 
_ Bo serge not afraid, his Gall, ° 
h Help of Horace, FJuvenal, 


ze again, tha’ now ’tis low, 








_ ‘What our Forefather Regnier fays, é 
Is worth your Notice and your Praife: ; i. 
That when Corfaires attack Corfaires, # 
Tl muff it go with their Affairs. 


Monficur De/preaux did not Content himfelf ~ 
with Lert ng fly this and the preceding Epigram | 
' againft thefe Gentlemen; he form’d the De- 
re—fign of & Work* wherein the whole Body of 
Jefuits were to,be Cenfur’d. As he was not 
Ignerant that thefe Fathers were accus’d of 
having pernicious Sentiments upon the Doctrine 
of Equivocation, he cgetifos’d a New Satites 
wherein he addreffes himfelf to Egqusvocatiomy 
_ astoa Perfon, and afcribes to it the Caufe of 
_ Adam’s Fall; of the Pagan Idolatry ; of the 
Herefies that have disfigur’d Chriftianity ; of @ 
* «the Blood that has been {hed both by the Here- . 
ticks and the Orthodox in their Turns; and 
laftly, of the Licentioufnefs which has fliptin« — 
to the Chritticj Morality,. by introducing 
the Tenet of Probability, that of falfe Attrie | 
tion, and fome others, which have been — 
Taught by the moft celebrated Jefuits, whom _ 
he accufes, dire€tly, of totally fubverting. — 
the Morality of Jesus Curist. But 
the Jefuirs of Trevoux being the Princi- © 
pal Obje& of his Anger, he did net forget 
- them in this Sstire. After having faid, t 
] "bwas 4 
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was proper to 

: Noife which “sant ot ya re be made ~— 

the Dottors of a ivocation, wie he had be- 
gun to paint in the blackeft Colours ; he adds, 

§ Aap the Conclufion of that Piece: 





“ “Alte donc la ma Plume : & toi fors de ces lieux, 


altenftre, a qui par un trait des plus capricieux, 


Pai prete dans mes Vers un Ame allegorique, 


Pui, va chercher ailleurs tes Patrons bien aimex = * 


“4 a POrne epand fes eaux, © aue la Sarte arrofe * 
Ou ff plus furement tu veux gagmy ta caufe, 


« Porte la dans Treveux a ce beau Tribunal, 






Bue» tfieur Bote Livetnreay sas se 
Fly to thy Friends, be gone, thou guilty Shade, 

Into thofe Climes, by Thee fo famous made, é 
Where Sarte glides, and Orx’ o’erflows his Bed. * ) 






Or woud’ft thou gain a Via’ry more compleat, 
Carry thy Caufe to Trevonx’s Judgment Seat! 
There, by thy Sifter Jenorance’s Care, 

~* Monk fidas*® repgir, 


eee hee 


And, every Mouth, as bafic Fame reports, 


For frying of Apollo, keep their Courts. 





This New Satire pide a great deal of Noife » 
in Paris, tho’ it p#as yet known only upom — 
the Reporr of Gime of Monticur De/preaux's 

* Fritnds to m he had recited it. Peoples, 

- paffionately wifh’d he wou’d haften the Publi- 7 
cation of it, but he rather chofe to keep ic till 
the new Edition of his Works, which he in- 
tended fuddenly to give the Public. 
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* And indeed, about the End of. the laft i 
_ Year, he obrain’d a Privilege from the King for is 


* 


the Reprinting his former Pieces, and for the | 
Publication of feveral others ‘which had nor — 
 ygt feen the Light ; fuch as the Satize wpowe 
Uicdgietiien the Dialogue upon Romances, — 
Taig 2th 12 / which « 


——s 











' which I have already taken Notice of, with 
' the Addition of 4 very curious Preface; Fif- 
» teen or Sixteen Letters upon Subjetts of Lite- 
| fature; forme Additional Chapters to his Re- 
tons upon Lovginus, wherein, among other 
- Things, he anfwers Monfieur Huer’s Differ- 
» ‘tation, relating to the Paffage out of Genefis ; 


hye zn . 
» a Differtation upon the Manner of making In- 


© {criptions, cc. < ‘ 
. : 
J ww” ~(N 


- ‘a + The New Edition was now put to the™ 
| Prefs; but there was hardly Five Sheets 
’ Printed, when the Jefuits, not able to ea- 
' dure the Publifhing,.¢he Satire upon Equi- 
wocation, order’d their “Mather te Tellier, the 
. King’s Confeffor, to fpeak’rc his Majefty about 
- it, and prevail with him to wive Orders, that 

the Impreffion of the whole Vinrk might«be . 
ftop’d, and to revoke the Privilege he had granted. 
Some very conliderable Perfons, among others, 
the Cardinal de Noailles, Archbifhop of Paris, 
sand the Comte de Pontchartin, Chancellor of 
France, follicited for Monfieur 5 Me but 
_ the infinuations of Father le Telser prevailed 
~ withrhis Majelty, and render’d all their Repre- 
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| ‘fentatiens incflectual ; fo that the King, not 
_ only forbid’ Monfieur De/preanx to publifh that 
E sre, but likewife order’d him to put the 
|. Original into his Hands. It is true, ‘He at the 
'» fame time let him know, That in refpe& to 
|: ee “ 
Re oe his 
E “e % vpre. 
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in it’s full Force : But Monficur De/preanx, who — 
found himfelf near his End, did nor think fit 
to Temporize, and rather chofe entirely to fap. | 


prefs his New Edition, than to Maim it, thro? 


any mean, interefted Views. He had long be. 
fore this quitted the Court, and liv’d in a fort | 


of RecefS. As he never card to Launch 


Delight. And thus he quietly expeted Death 
which he was daily waro’d of by acute Pains, 
Swoonings, and an almoft habitual Fever. 

tm off, onthe Second 


’ which at lengt 

Day of March, 74th Year of his 

at St. Johm le Rond,where 

undoubtedly ere€t a Monu- 
y of him. 

We are in H of a New Edition of his 
Works, with thofe Pieces that have not yet ap- 
pear'd. We can’t expec to find thersin the Satsre 
upow Equivecation, but that Defed is already fu 
ply’d by the Impreffion that was fecretly ma 
ot ica few Days after the Aurhor’s Dea As 
‘. for the History of Lowis XIVch, which he was 


long engages upon, we muift not expett ro feeit 
abi 










phil BS: wice ts xen, “3 x 
_ JMonfieur Boileau Defprear L 
his other Writings, the Privilege fhou’d continue — 


far intogthe nverfation of the Great, © 
he con hirglf with a Set of Friends, © 
m™=whofe Commérce was always his Chief? 


before the Death of that Prince. Mean 


Chile, the Sincerity and Natural Candor of 


Monfieur Defpreanx cannot but give us a 


favourable pre-poffeffion for whatever he has 


i written upon that Subjet A Gentleman, who — 
3 


was © 
"4 
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| De/preaux frankly own’d, That he did not well 
_ know what Reafons to alledge in Juftification 
» ofthe War againft Holland in 1672, This were 
_@ Very evident Proof of his Veracity ; and, in 
i truth, this Circumftance of Lewis X1Vth’s Hi- 
- ftory has been hitherto the Sgumbling Block of 

| the French Writers. SomeQhayg urg’d 
Schildith and frivolous Pretences; while otherss™ 
~ more Circumfpect, have look’d upon the Mo- 
tives of that great Enterprize, as one of thofe 

» Myiteries of State, which it does not belong 

/ #0 private Men to fearctRinto, /7#is Year, (1672) 
» fays Monfieur Riencourt >, (was remarkable for 

| the War which the King declar¢ againft the Dutch, 
after having found Means to Daas them froxs . 
| the Kings. of England and Sweden: His Ma- 
Cy jeéty engag’d the former to make War upon them 

| by Sea, after he had promisd to do the like by 

¢ Land, As it is not permitted to Subjects, adds 
he, 40 penetrate into the Secrets of thew Prince, 
his Majesty contented himfelf to let them know 
“| im the general, That he had fufficient Reafons no 

es d er to look upon that Nation any otherwsfe than ~' 
Ys “as his Enemies. « If this Declararion of War, con- . 








“ finues he, was very furprizing to the Dutch, — 
geese which the King f Tag » on his fide, dem 
Bi’ lard againft them, was nole{s amazing; each of 
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he a a their private Reafons, 


=~for this Hiftorit 


. felf young, and 


_ Alexander, or ! 
to begin whith the Congqueft of Holland, being rea- 
fonably perfuaded, that if he coud once unity bis 





his Enemies have gi 
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This, Sir, is certainly a very Myfterious Way 
of Writing ; and if Pofterity had not moreine ~ 


a 


telligible Memoirs relating to that War than 


- thofe of Monficur Réencourt, they wou’d find” 


it pretty difficult to come at the fecret Motive _ 
of it. ter alk I fhou’d think the French 
Hiftori ed beefo perplex’d to Account 
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Phenomenon, Why dothey# 
not fay, That Louis X1Vth having a Conde and — 
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a Turenne to put st the Head of a Viétorioug © 


Army ; That _befides, being in the midft of a great 
many young » eaog@td Signalize themfelves 
and to acquire Gi 








Ne 


fofine to follow the Example of 
arles the Great, be was willé 


hat, in fbort, being hime — 


acre FRR ee 


own Forces with thofe of that rp State, all : 


the reft of Europe wou’d foon be ied to fubmig — 
to his Power, and to acknowledge him for their — 
Universar Monarcu, Far J 
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cl 


But, leaving Politicks, let us return to Mone 


“| 


fieur Defpreaux. It is time I fhou’d give you | 
a 


fome Lineaments of his Character. 


Nothing is more frightful than the Pi@ure 
an an of him, They have — 
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_seprefented paige as 4 eda, an 
 Detraéter, and one who only ftudy'd ‘how to it 
his own Reputation upon the Ruin of that of other 
4 Men*: But never was Man more exempt 
‘from:all thefe Faults than he, or more ftrong- 
a yy addi@ted to the contrary Virtue. And by 

is it was, he principally wo. the Efteem 
aye many Perfons no lefs confpicuous for 
their Quality than their Marit, His jultice, 

7 his Re€titude, and his a aces ty, 0 well 

tablifh’d, thar he made no teres “at pubes 
pling them himfelf in his Eg (ice-Z¢ 1s Book, 
eee tomake ita Matter of Glory ro himafelf ; 
Yas you have already feen +. It is iyewife true, 
Phat it was his J ntefiri.y and pace whi 
aid, as it were, give hu Sea ight to Compofe 

. Satires. An Author that ‘a ud reprehend in 
others fuch Faults as he himGlf is guilty of, . 
_wou'd be expos’d to the public “aughter, and 

. y 4 none. A Satiric Poet, fh oud, 
- to a great fhare of Equity and U fighenel 

b aH nan ardent Love for Virtue fe 
_ lemon from.the Vices which he lhe ia in 
ee Writings; By this he gains the Favour of 

Men, and fecures himfelt againft the Ma- 
e of his Enemies ¥. 
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A Satyric Author is commonl fented. ~ 
as a Malicious, Envious, Sullen, cea Hae S, 
Perfon: Butthere’s nothing more unreafonable — 
than this Prejudice. It 1s not, cither, Malice | 
or Envy or a four captious Humour that inclines 
him to write ; but the fole Defire of making © 
Men better. It is the Confideration of their 
Diforders that Angers him ; his Sharpnefs pro- — 
ceeds eax, from G% Vexation to fee Vice, Error, — 


ss 
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mma Bey, preyiir. Ashe hasa Natural Seafe ot © 


Good-rriipife, Luftice arfd Humanity, he Interefts 

hinsfelf ink every Thing that Concerns other © 
Men; hd Sympathizes with their Mifad-— 
ventures; aud.the Wroig they receive, either — 
in their Perfon sr Reputation, makes ag | 
quick an ImpreTion upon him, as if himfelf , 


chad futfer’d riiofe Indignities. One of our 


\ 


beer * 
eas a 


moft Polite” Writers, who is juftly admird — 
for a New and Inimitable Manner of Corrett-__ 
ing the Vices of the Age; who has the Artto 
ennoble the moft Common Subjects, to Abound | 
in the moft Barren, and to.make fo happy @ | 
Mixture of the Usile and the Dulce, that Cen~— 
fure, in his Hands, becomes Amiable, and Re-— 
proof Agreeable: In a word, Mr. Steele has 
perfectly well difcufs'd this Subjeé in his In- 


comparable TaTier *. i 
. =| 
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# Vol. IV. No, 242. ; he) 
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| ; eh ge tye 
PPeGe i Natabas vai tei is an » fen ei 
ae Satyrift; and all the Sentiments whith are 
ul in this Way of Writing muff proceed 
peste Quality in the Author. Good Nature 
) produces a Difdain of all Bafenefs, Vice, and 
rai which Prompts them to exprefs themfelves 
) Smartne/s against the Errors of Men, with- 


Bisterne/s towards their Perfons. Tis Qua- 
ity keeps the Mind in Equani®igy, ander lets 
Offence unfeafonably throw a ont, Of\he 






Charaiter. When Vireit aid, He thft not 
> Wate Bavins might love Mevius, he spas in per- 
sy Good Humour, and.was not fo much mov'd 


mae 


| at their Abjurdities, as paffionately to call them 
“Sots or Blockheads in dirnedt Invettive , 

bat Laugh’d at them wilix.a Delicacy of 

) Scorn, without any Mixture Anger. ae 


_ Thebett good Man,with the worft-natur’dMufe’ 


Priai 














s the Charaéter among us of a Gentleman as 
mous for bis Humanity as his Wit *, 


The ordinary Subjects for Satire are fuch as 
cite the greateft Indignation in the beft Tem- 
5, and conjequently Men of fuch a Make are 

bef Pong ed «for [peaking of the Offences in 
uman Life. Thefe Men can behold Vice and, 
yp when they injure Perfons to whom they are- 
At ei ley en \ wholly 
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tg dnacquainted, with the fame S 
others refent the Ils they tack. Zz f gc 
naturd Man cannot fee an over-bearing Fellow 
4 bafbful Man of Merit out of Countenancey, 
out-jirip bim in the purfuit of any Advantages - 
bat he ts om fire to fuccow the Oppre/s'd, to prow 
duce the Merts of the one, and confront the Impaa 
dence of the other. ote 


§ iy 


il 
yen mks afterwards, that ‘ The Mem © 
OF the greateft Character im this Kind were Ho- > 
race avd Juvénal; and adds char, There s moe 7) 
that he remembers, one ill-natur’d Expreffion the © 
all their Writings, not one Sentence of Severity’ 
which does not appare~tly proceed from the contrary ~ 
Difpofition ; tho’ ee! attack Vice with an cal 
Force, but in a different Style, according to 
"the partigular Genius, Manners, and ridicule aha 
the refpetive Times they liv’d in, he 






























And fuch was Monfieur De/preaas. Plain and ~ 
unaffeGed in his Manners ; full of Sentiments — 
- of Humanity,. Mildnefs and Juftice; A 
nervoufly cenfur’d Vice, and fharply attack’ 
the bad Valte of his Time, without be 
govern’d by any Motive of Envy, or any 
rit of Calumoy. But, whatever fhock'd x 
*Senfe or Truth, raid in him an Indigna 
which he con’d not Mafter, and to which peri 
we are beholden for his moft ingenious Compofiti 
But tho be exposd this Defect in Writer. 
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always fpar'd thetr Perfons*. The Hatred which 
he had for indifferent Verfes did not hinder 
_ him from efteeming the good Qualities of bad 
' Poets: And when he was moft uamerciful to 
‘their Writings, he not only fpar’d their Per- 
_ fons, but likewife fought Occafions to do them 
Service. The Sight of any Learned Man in 
| Want made him fo uncafie, that he cowd not 
| forbear lending Money, even to Liniere, who often 
went from him directly tonthe Keven, ke a* 
| Song againft his Creditor +. Thi-was the fame 
| Limiere whofe Name you have met with, more 
‘than once, in Monfieur De/preanx’s Worksg a- 
" mong the Poets of the lower Rank ; fo that 
» weomay, with a great deal of Reafon, apply 
to Monficur De/preaux What was faid of the 
» late Earl of Dorfer : 


y the beft Good Man, with the worft-natug’d Mufe. ~~ 


The good Nature and Juftice of Monfieur 
epreaux did further appear in his Manner of 
ecompencing his Domefticks, and by his Li- 
‘berality to the Poor. He gave by his Will 
» Fifty Thoufand Livres to the fmall Parithes of 
the ‘City, oe to the Church of Notre 
| Dame; Ten Thoufand ‘Livres to his Valet de 
mbre ; and Five Thovfand to an old Wo- 
vr man, 












inl akaea’ pation the Speech made by the Abbot dBfirces 
; rch Raden, op by Repel te gta Joes N.S. 


 Noweas Mercure, Princed as ‘Tveross, April s711. Pag, 227. 
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whoever was admitted into their Body fhoa'd 
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man who had ferv’d him a long time. | 
But he was not contented to beftow his Be- ~ 
nevolences at his Death, and when he was no | 
longer in a Condition of enjoying his Bitare — 
himfelf ; he was, all his Life long, ftudious im _ 
fecking Opportunities of doing good Offices: ” 
This Inclination was Natural to him, and ao 
thing equal’d the Pleafure he took in Satis- | 
fying it. I thal) give an Inftance of it ina 


Sey Wel knoyn throughout France. 


Monfieur Petre *, Advocate in the Parlias | 
mefit of Paris, was one of the finelt Wits of © 
his Age. When he was admitted into the | 
French Academy +, He made 4 Speech of Thanks, — 
which was fo very pleafing to the Academicks, | 
that they order’'d That for the Time to — 4 
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make a Speech of Thanks to the Company, — 
which has been ever fince praitisd. He had fo 7 
perfe&@ a Knowledge of the French Tongue, 
that all the beft Writers of his Time confal- | 
ted him as their Oracle. Has Pleadings ferve 
itill 2s 4 Model for correét Writing in French, 
He was, befides, a Man, whofe Virtue was 
Proof againft the Corruption of the World ; and 
there never was 4 more faithful or a more offie 
cious Friend. But having ¢otirely devoged 
himfelf to the violent Paflion he had for the” 
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Lettres, and prefer’d “his Books and 
~Clofet to the Buftle of the Bar, he fell at 
into extreme Poverty, too common 
Men of Learning; and found himfelf 
pi laft reduc’d to Sell liis Library. “Mon- 
leur Defpreaux, who knew his Merit, and 
had confulted him oftner than once upon his 
Own Works, came to hear that he was juft upon 
the Point of parting with his ,Books for avery 


Ke i 
Sgnconfiderable Sum of Money. SGe preform went 
he’ P¥ eK 
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band bid more, that he might have t 
_yence, and obtain'd it, but, the Money being 
“fold out, he added to his Bargain a new Cohdi- 
ne which furpriz’d Monfieur Patru: It was, 
) That te fhou'd keep his Books as before, and 
© that bis Library {bowd only revert to Monfieur 
| Defpreaux after bis Death *. 











‘Monfieur Boar/aalt reporting this Particular, 
shasjoin’d another to it, which is no lefs glo- 

rious for our Author ; it is concerning the great 
peille; and Monficur Bourfauls’s Teftimony 
ght to be fo much the lefs fufpe&ed by 
‘fince Monfiour Defpreaux did not fpare 
nin his Satires +. It is in one of thofe 
ters, containing Obfervations and Wife Sap 
sy written to-rhe Bifhop of Lamgres, that 
eur Bowrfault tells us thefe Bape 
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Deervery, Wil. fore: hat ‘ heat iy's ; 
vende dies bu ‘writ a. whole Comedy again{t Monficur Def 
IbeCeicric'd him fab Tora 3 bot Way mae allow'd to be 
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| ‘After having mention’d 





© fays he to that. Prelate *, a great Marea 
¢ of. France, whom I have no Knowledge: 
* but from public Fame, be pleas’d, my Le 
* to give me leave to take Notice of a Pe 

¢ ifluftrious in another Refpect, whofe Ener 

6 | have heretofore been; and whom 1 cou’ 

* not help praifing ever tho’ I were fo iti 
“4 n Monfieur De/preaux, whom 1 have 
ady quoted at the beginning of this: Let. 

“ter. Monficyr Patra, of the Freach Academy, 

© aPerfon of great Merit, but low in Circunt- 

« ftances, being perfecuted by inflexible Credie - 

* € tors, who wou’d have oblig’d him to make — 
“a public Sale of his Library ; Monfieur | 
, * Defpreaux, having Notice of it, Bought 
_a’ go prevent the Indignity he might futtge 
iw ‘ parting with it, and then left Monfieur P 
“tru freely to enjoy it the remainder of sh 
‘ Days, as if it were ftill his own. dé the: 
‘ Pleafyre was great to him chdtwergceived i 
* adds Monfieur Bousfault, | make nd Quef 
* © but it was greater to him that pave 
» ©The fame Monlieur Defpreaux, continues 
» © being at Fontainebleau, and hearing that 
4 © Penton, which the King gave to theg 
- * Cornetile had been jutt then retrench’d 
© haften’d to Madam de Monpe/pan, and to 
© her, That the King, as Pquice le an be 
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© cou’d not without fome Appearance of In- 
 £ juftice, give a Penfion to fuch a Manas him- 
~ © felf, who was but beginning to Climb the 
© Hill of ig be and take it away from 
- © another who had fo long been at the Top. 
_ © He beg’d her, for his Riajefty’s Glory, ra- 
~ © ther to caufe hisown to be withdrawn than 
| © 0 take it away from a Man who deferv’d 
~ © it incomparably better ; and that he coud 
~ * much sie: bear the mot having it pinfelf, 
© «than to fee fo great a Poet as Corzeille with 

© © out it. He fpoke to her fo advanta pestis 
© of the Merit of Corneile, and Madam de 
\ * Monte/pan thought it fo generous a Proceed- 
© ing, that fhe promis’d him to caufe Cornetlle’s 
-* Penfion to be reftor’d ; and was as good as 
> ©her Word, Tho’ nothing can be more beau- 
| © tifpl than Monfieur De/preanx’s Poetry, yet. 
© in my Opinion, adds Monfiear Bourfault, the 
- © A@ions I’ve juft now mention’d to your 
€ Lordfhip, are much more fo. 





a “At were indeed impoffible to give more fen- 
| fible Proofs of Good nature, and a ftrong*In- 
__ clination to Beneficence. ) 
M4 You, Sir, will have a quicker Senfe of this, 
~ becaufe you are not, in the leaft, a Stranger 

fo Noble an Inclination, and are never 
ter pleas’d than when you can give Ia- 
ances of it. Thi¥ is one of your pet 
iffions ; and this Conformity of Temper will 
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This, pee is fuficient, to let you in 
| Charaéter af Monfieur De/preanx, with ‘ae. | 
— tothe Virtues of the Heart: It were needs 
lefs to go abour to defcribe his Wit to yo 
his Wor xs are a faithful Reprefentation of 1 
I fhall Content my felf with Two or Thre 
se alll : 


é : 
™ Monfieur De/preaux had not that fiery Im; mas | 
ginagion which ‘is obferv’d in fome other Poets: 
He rather feems a little Dry, and fometum 
alls into a Repetition of the fame Thoug 
what he wants in Imagination, he ag 
Supplies by the Order and Exattnefs of ~ 
+ Thiakibe. Pority of Style, a beautiful Turn, © 
4nd clearnels of Expreffion ; Qualities, ue 

more valuable than the Firft, and which y, 
ry rarely go along with it.. It is howey 
f wiable by the Poem of the Lutrin, That he hi 
 avbeautiful, lively, and fruitful J 
Ae s further appears, from his ful ie 
always by Memory, and, never. 00 

_ mitting his Productions to ‘Paper ti 


e 1 aaa Print them. 6 ining 


: 0k reat deal of a 
W ‘ S, a i sty iy i in, 
¢. Whatever Facility there is 
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caly. by ‘Dinero Laboury-he gave thein | 
nf pe natural Air which Pei thaes 





Thofe Pieces of Poetry which he publifh’d 
fter his Ode ee Namur, are neither fo live- 
“nor fo exact as thofe chat he publifh’d 
before. And indeed, there are fome of them, 
nich it were to be wifh’d he had writ- 
ten. But when a Man has been a lon tinge 
in Poffeffion of the juft Applaufes of the Pub- 
lic, it is very Difficult for him not to, per- 
ade himfelt that he can always continue 
Pleafe them. ie ‘ 
» There is, however, vifible throughout his 

whole Wo x xs, an exquifite Talte, a true 

‘Senfe, and an infinite Politenefs. Whenever’ 
¢ Borrow’d vd Thing from the Ancients,” he 
ide w mafterly Ufe of it, and render’d it 
s Own’ by the New Turn he gave 
ity This Gentleman, fays Monficur ae la 
5 in giving the Chara€ter of Mon- 
yur Defpreaux *,  excelis Juvenal, comes up 


Horace, feems to create the 
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¢ Graces of 2 Novelty, and all the Mer 
ns Se ae Sa eee 


+ 




























+ oe ins 


read even when the Language 1s coe 
will be the daft Ruins of st; there is ob 
able in them, a Criticifm, fure, judicions, 
innocent, if it be but allowable to call 
Bad. 
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But it is not only the French who. have 
isd Monficur De/preaux, his Elogium has” 
oe made by all ingenious Men, of what- 
ever Nation, who have read his Works, 
© Baron Spambeim, /ays Monfieur Baillet, acknows~ 
© Iedging, thit it is upon the Model of th 
¢ Ancient Latin Authors, fuch as Laeéling, © 
© Horace, Perfius, and ‘fuvenal, that the Mo- 
*dern Satyrilts in France, Italy, and elfewhere, 
* have form’d their Works, thought himfelf” 
_* oblig’d in Juftice to fay, That France bears ~ 
-$"amay the Bell not only from her Neighbours, as” 
to Satire, bat Di{pates it with Old Rome, ~ 
» *He adds, That if the Glory of the Inventtonbe — 
~ © dae to Lucilius ; That of having equall’d or fa 
© palsd it, be due to thofe mbo have come 
_* the Glory of having exceli’d therein, eth 
 § for Beauty and Facility in Verfification, ; 
| § ‘arue good Senfe, or for « Liberty which bas 
—f requifite Bounds and Decencies, cannot be 





in vain attempt to impo 


ieee Judgment. A 100° fas 


- prepoffeffion is not much to be - 
and therefore we may fay, That 
Defpreaux is beholden to nothing 
his own Merit for thofe advantageous 
lotions which are entgrtain’d of him. The 
efent Tranilation of his Worxs will make 

im till better known. if, he coud be ~ 

ad in his own Tongue he wou’d undoubred- 

i lsines « ; but equitable Readers will ~ 

of themfelves make the neceflary Allowances sf 

id forbear to. condemn Monficur De/preasix * 

efore they are fure it is He that Speaks, and | 

be his Tranflators. But this Inconvenience , _ 

¢ lefs to be fear’d, fince the greareft Pa vee a 
afs’d. ‘eho othe Hands of Mr. 0: , 

















\ ier ws Way of Iffue, and fet 
‘tryit. T thavé endenvoned aot he 
of my Friends, to do Monfieur 
eau all poffible Jultice in this Celebrated 
Of his, the I hope TI have us’d 
m with ekee Civiliey whiclt i due toone of 
h frit Figure in the Common-wealth 
“Twas going to fa with that Gene- 





